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18th Century Gown Draping Workshop

with Mara Riley

Workshop:

Participants will see a gown being draped on a volunteer, and will pair off to drape gowns of their own.  By the end of the day, everyone will have the body of either a robe a l’anglaise (gown with the back pleats sewn down) or robe a l’francaise (sack backed gown) draped, to be taken home and finished independently. 

Materials:

Stays or, at the minimum, lightly boned jumps, which can be stiffened with cardboard for the purpose of the workshop (stays are highly recommended, since their shape will help determine the shape of the gown)

1 yard of linen for the gown’s bodice lining

5 yards of 60” wide fabric (linen or wool are recommended) for a robe a l’anglaise, or 7 yards of 60” wide fabric for a sack-backed gown.  If a matching petticoat is desired, add two and a half yards to the above measurements.

Sewing scissors, tape measure, needle, thread, pins

Workshop Schedule:

8:30 am


Arrive & get acquainted

9:00 am


Discussion of 18th century gown styles

10:00 am – noon

Draping demo

noon – 1 pm 

Lunch

1 pm – 4:30 pm

Gown draping

Cost per participant: $75

Minumum number of participants per workshop: 5


For information, call or email Mara Riley at corbiegirl@yahoo.com or 301-843-4962.

