Following is a little bit on the history that happened in the area up to 1764.  It comes to about 1 page front and back if you want to include it in your packets along with our guidelines I sent the other day.  FYI the town of Bedford was not laid out until 1766, but there was a village growing up around Fort Bedford (a British fort)  I'm assuming the village still considered itself to be Raestown until Bedford Manor was surveyed in 1762 (Bedford was not officially laid out until 1766), but I'm sure a few people still called it Raestown.
 

History of the Period

The area was originally settled by Scots-Irish from the Kittatinny Valley. Later, Germans moved into the rich limestone areas which are still predominantly German. Other settlers included English, Scots, and Welsh. No settlement was permitted west of the Blue Mountains, so the first eastern traders and adventurers to the area were intruding on land that was reserved for the Six Nations. Because of this, relations were strained between the white settlers and the Indians. George Croghan, George Woods, Bernard Dougherty, Josheph Shenivoly and David Espy were among the first to settle the region.

1677 The first major highway, the King’s Path or Highway, was established.

1681 King Charles II granted William Penn the land which became Pennsylvania in return for a debt owed to Penn’s father.

1682 Penn first visited the lands of Pennsylvania at which time he established the laws of the land.

1710 Fort Wingawn Settlement was established north of what would become Raystown. A log house with a stockade was built near Cessna with a stone in its foundation having the dates 1710 and 1736 on it. This building, which is no longer standing, may have been Fort Wingawn.

1732 The Dibert Massacre occurred on the Wingawn Settlement.

1744 The Indians aligned with the French, marking the beginning of hostilities that would lead to the French and Indian War.

1749 Ungranted lands were being settled west of the Blue Mountains, contrary to restrictions that pro- hibited it. These lands were reserved for the Six Nations.

1750 The settlers cabins built on prohibited territory were burned and the offenders were made to ap- pear in court (“Village of Burnt Cabins”).

Settlers from Virginia began to migrate into the Ohio River Valley, marking the beginnings of border disputes between Pennsylvania and Virginia.

1751 Robert Ray established his Indian trading post and the Raystown Settlement began to grow up on the flat between Dunning’ s Creek and the Juniata River.

1752 Garret Pendergrass took over and enlarged Ray’s post. He erected a “good and substantial round-log house, 24 foot square, well-shingled and had cleared 40-50 acres of land.” Though he had permission to settle there, Indians burned all his improvements and forced him to flee in 1755. After his return, he sent a petition to governor John Penn in 1766 claiming that when the Fort was built in 1758 his improvements were included in the enclosure for the cattle and horses. Indeed, the plan for the fort shows two houses marked “Pendergrass” just outside the fort. Pendergrass was granted the land opposite Fort Pitt in compensation. A deed recorded in the Bedford County Courthouse on September 9, 1772 gave Pendergrass rights to this land, which is now a part of the “Golden Triangle” in Pittsburgh. It is signed by a representative of the Six Nations of Indians. Pendergrass died in 1772 without ever improving the land.

The Croyle Valley Settlement began.

1753 The French advanced toward the Ohio River. 

George Washington conducted his Virginia expedition against the French.

Fort Necessity fell to the French.

The Shawnee Cabins which had been built near Schellsburg by Indian traders were deserted by this time.

Fort Cumberland was built along the mouth of Will’s Creek.

Braddock was ambushed and defeated.

1755 A military road was cut to Raystown. The attempt to go beyond that to Ligonier had to be aban- doned because of Indian attacks. During the building of the road Captain James Smith’s party was attacked and he was captured and taken to Fort DuQuesne and then to Ohio.

Braddock and his troops were ambushed and defeated on their way from Cumberland to Fort DuQuesne.

The Bloody Run Massacre took place. It is generally accepted that the name “Bloody Run” came from this event, however one source attributes the title to a later raid conducted by Smith’s Black Boys.

1756 18 people were ambushed and killed in the Battle of Ray’s Cove.

Forts Lyttleton and Shirley were built.

1758 Colonel Bouquet built the stockade fort at Juniata Crossings. He also established the deserted Shawnee Cabins as a station. While stationed in Raystown, waiting for General Forbes, Bou- quet built Fort Raystown and the log section of the King’s House.

Bouquet’s and Forbes’s men finished opening the wagon road to Ligonier, under the planning and advising of George Washington. The men were engaged twice, unsuccessfully, by the Indi- ans. Because of these discouraging defeats, the Indians began to desert the French.

William Fraser’s father came from Cumberland and built the first house outside Fort Raystown.

Permanent settlement of western Pennsylvania began at this time when permits were granted for settlement immediately near the forts at Raystown, Ligonier, Pittsburgh and Redstone, but not outside of those areas. These restrictions were ignored as early as 1760.

1759 General John Stanwix first used the name “Fort Bedford” in place of “Fort Raystown”.

1760 The village which became Pittsburgh began around Fort Pitt. The people had to abandon to the fort in 1763 because the Indians destroyed their holdings. The town was re-established in 1765.

James Smith returned the Bedford area from his Indian captivity.

1760’s Morrison’s Cove was settled by Germans.

1762 Bedford Manor was surveyed.

1763 Chief Pontiac rallied various Indian tribes to a bloody war against the British, who treated them badly. They mainly targeted the forts, but the settlers did not escape the attacks. At one point a wagon train carrying thirty people to Fort Bedford was attacked. No one survived. Settlers around Forts Ligonier and Bedford were killed and scalped, their homes burned and livestock stolen. 

Bouquet passed through Fort Bedford on his way to Fort Pitt. He found the fort in ruinous condition and weakly defended in spite of the fact that it was the main deposit area for supplies between Fort Pitt and Carlisle. The movement of the supplies was irregular and stores didn’t always get transported further, resulting in the spoilage of grain, etc.

After Bouquet’s siege of Fort Pitt he sent women and children and “useless people” east. Fort Bedford became their resting place. 

Indian activity around Fort Bedford was heavy at this time and attacks on settlers became more frequent and bold.

The Juniata Crossings Fort was abandoned because of its condition. The remains were burnt the following year.

1764 James Smith joined Colonel Bouquet in an expedition west through Fort Bedford against the In- dians. Many who had been taken captive were retrieved.

Because of the severity of the Indian attacks on the frontier, the British King issued a proclama- tion forbidding trade with Indians. Little was done to enforce it.

 

Living, Social, & Economic Conditions & Availability of Items

 

early 1700s It was considered a waste to educate girls beyond the simplest skills of reading, writing, and math. Sometimes they didn’t even receive that. Rural girls attended a few years of school when it was offered. Many could read but not write more than their name. Writing was often neglected in school because paper was expensive and quills were time-consuming to make.

1746 Pennsylvania’s first nail mill opened.

Mid-1700’s All but the smallest settlements had a few craftsmen, midwives, and part-time specialists.

